
 

Page 1 |  Town Clerk (585) 340-8629 | clerk@penfield.org | www.penfield.org 

TOWN OF PENFIELD
3100 Atlantic Avenue, Penfield, NY 14526-9798 

 

TOWN BOARD WORK SESSION AGENDA 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 7:00 PM 

Supervisor R. Anthony LaFountain, presiding 

______________________________ 
 

I. Call to Order  

II. Approval of Minutes – May 13, 2020 

III. Monthly Reports 

IV. Public Hearings - None 

V. Guests 

a. (NONE) 

VI. Action Items 

a. Sidewalk Waiver Request - Stafford Park - Valentine 

b. Variance Request from the Town Design Criteria for a Landscaped Cul-de-sac at Stafford 
Park - Valentine 

c. Sidewalk Waiver Request - Forest Ridge Subdivision - Valentine 

d. Release of Easement at 1467 Empire Blvd. - Costello 

e. Request for Modification to Approved Landscaping Plan at 2567 Browncroft Blvd. - 
Costello 

f. Town Clerk Request to "opt-out" of DEC licensing sales - Steklof 

 

VII. Informational Items 

a. Shadow Pines Conceptual Master Plan, Review of Public Info. Meeting Comments  - 
LaFountain 

b. Sign Ordinance Updates/Proposed Ordinance Revisions - Costello/LaFountain 

c. Customary Agricultural Operations - Ockenden  

d. Bayview Apartment application at 1211 Empire Blvd. - Costello 

 

VIII. Held Items 

a.  Jomanda Way, Expanding No Shooting Petition - LaFountain 

IX. Old Business – (NONE) 

X. New Business 

XI. Executive Session 

XII. Next Meeting: June 24, 2020 

XIII. Adjournment 

 

 

This meeting will be video recorded and broadcast LIVE via the town’s website www.penfield.org 
and the Town’s Government Access Cable Channel 1303.  

Questions regarding video coverage contact Penfield TV at (585) 340-8661. 
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Town Board Work Session Minutes 
June 10, 2020 

7:00 PM 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
 Supervisor LaFountain read a brief statement into the record. 
 “Due to the Public Health and Safety Concerns related to  
 Covid-19, this meeting is being conducted remotely pursuant to 
 the Governor’s Executive orders including Executive order 
 202.1. “The meeting is being recorded and broadcast live on the 
 Town of Penfield website at www.Penfield.org and the Town’s 
 Government Access channel 1303.” 
 
 Present: 
 Supervisor LaFountain 
 Councilman Moore 
 Town Engineer Mark Valentine 
 Developmental Services Specialist Jim Costello 
 Deputy Town Clerk Sue Scheidt 
  
 Also Present Via Zoom: 
 Councilwoman Drawe 
 Councilwoman Kohl  
 Councilman Ockenden 
 
  
II. Approval of Minutes  

Councilwoman Drawe moved for the approval of the Minutes of May 
13, 2020, Councilman Ockenden seconded, all “Aye”. 
 

III. Monthly Reports – Most reports have been submitted, any 
outstanding reports will be in by Friday. 

 
IV. Public Hearing – None 
 
V. Guests 

 
 a. None 

 
VI. ACTION ITEMS 
 

a. Sidewalk Waiver Request – Stafford Park – Valentine 
  
 Mr. Valentine presented the board with a map of the Stafford Park 
 subdivision. (See attached #1) The 20 lot development is a former 
 Christmas tree farm.  

Supervisor LaFountain asked Mr. Valentine if the developer is 
asking for a waiver for one side of the interior of the 
development or both. Mr. Valentine responded that the developer 
is asking for a waiver for no sidewalks.  
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Based on the current sidewalk policy formula the developer would 
contribute to the town sidewalk fund for future development of 
sidewalks within the town. 
Councilman Ockenden commented that there are lots of pedestrians 
and bicycles in the area and would like to see sidewalks on 
Jackson Road as soon as possible.  
Councilman Moore agreed that the funds should go to future 
sidewalks on Jackson Road, even if it has to be completed in 
sections. 
Supervisor LaFountain asked Mr. Valentine what the status of this 
project is before the planning board. 
Mr. Valentine stated they will be finalizing details before the 
planning board on June 11, 2020. 
Councilman Ockenden moved to approve the waiver and apply the 
funds to future sidewalks on Jackson Road, if approved by the 
planning board, Councilman Moore seconded, all present voted 
“Aye” 
 
b. Variance Request from the Town Design Criteria for a 

Landscaped Cul-de-sac at Stafford Park – Valentine 
  

Mr. Valentine presented several photos of landscape designs 
similar to what the developer would like to have in the Cul-de-
sac Island. The island landscape would be deeded to Lot #10 of 
the development to be maintained now and in the future.  
Current Town Landscape criteria doesn’t allow landscaped cul-de-
sac centers for various reasons including difficulty in 
snowplowing, maneuvering emergency vehicles and general 
maintenance over time. 
Supervisor LaFountain and board members had concerns for future 
owners of Lot #10 becoming financially or physically unable to 
maintain the landscape. As a result the landscape would become 
unsightly and purpose a neighborhood problem. 
Councilwoman Kohl commented, the decision was made some time ago 
not to allow landscaped cul-de-sacs and does not support moving 
forward. 
In keeping with current criteria, Councilman Moore moved to deny 
the request. Seconded by Councilwoman Draw, all present voted 
“Nay” 
 
c. Sidewalk Waiver Request – Forest Ridge Subdivision – Valentine 
 
Mr. Valentine presented a map of the development located at the 
corner of Jackson and Plank Roads, indicating where the sidewalks 
would be on one side of the internal development extending into 
the cul-de-sac area of 18 homes. (See attached #2) 
Supervisor LaFountain and Mr. Valentine discussed the area of 
closest sidewalks currently on Jackson and Plank Roads. 
Councilman Moore commented that since there’s no thru traffic, is 
it necessary for the developer to put sidewalks in the cul-de-sac 
area. Not doing so would free up more monies for the general 
sidewalk fund. 
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Mr. Valentine stated he could recalculate the difference for the 
cul-de-sac area and add it to the waiver.  
Councilwoman Kohl moved to table the matter for the next meeting 
and give staff the opportunity to discuss it with the developer. 
Seconded by Councilman Moore, all present voted “Aye” 
 
d. Release of Easement at 1467 Empire Blvd. – Costello 
 
Mr. Costello briefed the board. The Laurelton Animal Hospital 
location was approved in 2019. They ran into difficulties shortly 
after beginning construction and had to make adjustments to the 
plans – moving the building back on the site. As a result, the 
storm water easement had to be modified as well. Mr. Costello is 
asking the board to approve the release of the original easement 
and file and record the new easement. 
Moved by Councilman Moore, seconded by Councilwoman Drawe, all 
present voted “Aye” 
Mr. Costello will prepare a resolution 
 
e. Request for Modification to Approved Landscaping Plan at 2567 
   Browncroft Blvd – Costello 
 
Mr. Costello updated the board. The board previously granted a 
special permit to the homeowner, Mary Wynne, who joins the 
meeting via Zoom to plant large cedar trees on a 130’x 3’ high 
berm providing privacy and screening from the neighbors. After 
doing some research and consulting with her personal 
horticulturist, it has been decided that the cedars won’t fare 
well in that environment. The homeowner would now like approval 
to switch out the cedars for decorative grasses.  
Town landscape consultant Bruce Zaretsky visited the site and 
recommends moving forward with the evergreens since they will 
provide screening throughout the year. The grasses will only 
provide screening come spring through summer. 
Supervisor LaFountain suggested that the homeowner, her landscape 
professional and staff revisit the site and discuss the best 
option.  
Councilwoman Kohl moved to table the request until the next 
meeting, seconded by Councilman Moore, all present voted “Aye.” 
 
f. Town Clerk Request to “opt-out” of DEC licensing sales – 
   Steklof 
 
Supervisor LaFountain briefed the board. Prior to the shutdown of 
Covid 19, Town Clerk Amy Steklof sent a letter to the board in 
early March 2020 asking for consideration to “opt-out” of the NYS 
DEC sales program of hunting and fishing licenses. On June 3, 
2020 the request was resubmitted to the Town Board and Town 
Attorney via email.  
Town Clerk Amy Steklof joins the meeting via phone-in. Supporting 
documents and reports indicate decreased sales and revenue. Other 
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outlets of sales and on-line services have also been identified 
as factors contributing to the decline in sales and revenue. 
Several board members commented on continuing to provide the 
service even though it doesn’t generate large revenue.  
Councilman Moore stated the walk-in service has value to the 
residents. 
Councilman Moore moved to table the matter to the next meeting to 
allow time to review and get more information, seconded by Drawe, 
all present voted “Aye.” 
  

  
VII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

a. Shadow Pines Conceptual Master Plan, Review of Public Info. 
Meeting Comments – LaFountain 

 
Supervisor LaFountain reviewed the past 3 months and the public 
information meeting held in early March 2020. The meeting was 
held open till the end of March for additional comments and 
communication from residents. All comments have been reviewed and 
shared with the board. 
Councilman Moore thanked Supervisor LaFountain, staff and the 
advisory committee for their time and involvement with moving 
this project forward. He also commented on the ideas of how 
residents would like to see this property used including passive 
and active recreation, mountain biking, picnicking and just 
relaxing amongst the open space. Councilman Moore stated he’s 
looking forward to seeing how both the north and south ends of 
the property will develop. He also commented on the cost involved 
and would like to begin working on a financial plan for the 
project.  
Councilman Ockenden commented on how the committees have come 
together on the project. He thanked Councilman Moore for his 
leadership and involvement with the committee. Also to the 
residents for their input. 
Councilman Ockenden stated he had a chance to review the plan 
with BME and that he’d like to see some modifications of the 
recreation area of the design. He stated that residents were 
pretty vocal about removing the recreation center from the plan. 
He supports removing the recreation center from the plan and 
possibly relocating it within the town.  
Councilwoman Kohl stated she believes the project should include 
additional parking areas. 
Councilwoman Drawe asked what the status of interest in the Clark 
house is. 
Supervisor LaFountain stated he and staff visited the Clark house 
to access its condition. There’s been a delay in interest since 
Covid although Mr. Costello is still communicating with an 
interested party. 
Supervisor LaFountain also stated the fact that the Penfield 
Community Center is bursting at the seams and expanding the 
current site is nearly impossible. He stated that at the Shadow 
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Pines information meeting, residents brought up the Rothfuss Park 
plan and that a building was part of the plan. He reminded board 
members, residents and viewers that the building was relatively 
small and not intended to be a community center but rather a park 
center to include a shelter and program space. He also reminded 
everyone that when the town acquired the Shadow Pines site it was 
intended to be used for general municipal purposes, possibly 
housing a library or community center. He stated to modify the 
plan and remove the recreation center may mean the town would 
have to acquire land through the opportunity of potential bond 
vote and the additional cost of the building. 

 
b. Sign Ordinance Updates/Proposed Ordinance Revisions – 
Costello/LaFountain 

 
Mr. Costello stated this has been a held item for quite some 
time. Since Covid, Mr. Costello along with staff and town 
attorney has had more time to work on code revisions and the 
Telecommunications ordinance document. It is the intent to set a 
public hearing for July 15, 2020 to address the wireless section 
of the code and soon after request a public hearing for 
additional code revisions including poultry in residential zones. 
Mr. Costello will prepare a resolution. 

 
c. Customary Agricultural Operations – Ockenden 

 
Councilman Ockenden recapped this matter was discussed with the 
board on May 13, 2020. He thanked town staff and town attorney 
for their work in support of this matter. He stated that he’s 
been communicating with a local group who’ve put together a 
petition (currently in electronic form). The group has also put 
together a matrix of what other towns are doing and what we might 
learn from their experiences to come up with a plan that works 
best for the town of Penfield. Councilman Ockenden stated he is 
eager to see this matter move forward with changes to the code 
and suggests setting a public hearing for August 2020. 

 All board members agree and support moving forward with code 
 modification to allow poultry in residential zones affording 
 residents the option of a healthier lifestyle. 
 Councilman Moore stated he doesn’t support roosters unless on a 
 larger farm operation with more acreage.  
 
 d. Bayview Apartment application at 1211 Empire Blvd. – Costello 
 
 Mr. Costello stated the board recently received the PRC report 
 from Doug Sangster and staff engineers addressing the concerns of 
 the application. Mr. Costello praised the team’s thorough review 
 of the application. The application was returned to the 
 applicant’s engineer for consideration.  
 Mr. Costello stated he is waiting for the applicant’s finalized 
 plan and will move forward with a public hearing once satisfied 
 with the revisions. 
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 Supervisor LaFountain spoke of how Covid has changed our routine 
 and how the new normal moving forward may include Zoom meetings 
 till the end of the year. 
 
VIII. HELD ITEMS  
 
 a. Jomanda Way, Expanding No Shooting Petition - LaFountain 
 
IX.  Old Business – None 
 
X. New Business - None 
 
XI. Executive Session – None 
 
XII. Next Meeting – June 24, 2020 
 
XIII. Adjournment – Supervisor LaFountain adjourned the regular Work 

Session at 8:55 PM 
 
 
Sue Scheidt 
Deputy Town Clerk  
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Stafford Park Site Plan (Attachment 1) 
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Forest Ridge Site Plan (Attachment 2) 

 
 




